
Or. Bh?rtrem Rrckm 
hrotionlgl !nstftute af 
Werite”, w?Bl th 
Bethesde 14, Maryland 

Dcrsr Bert: 

1 very much epprecleted the chance to talk to you over the phone 
ekoot Infcrrwtior ~rtf:Iw:~ ir. ~;entaf rct;;rclatim an? mt:ta! t.t:alth. I bmld 
1 ike to reiterate nay strong fee? ?ng that it would be a vt*.ry sreat rr,? ste-s:.e 
to cant Ifrue the d~w2l*p!:!ent 0 f fragmentary appro2ct;es tc: the genera? ;.~roXlfi~ 
of medical ros~rcb cot~~nl~zatlon and I rather fear that whet you ?nd?cate as 
bsing ln the wind at Fttti!F! 1s a step In this wrong dtrection. It would be 
much mora constructive, I feel, to try to infuse the Netlonel L?brery of 
Hadlclne wtth a more emb?tious sense of mission then t!:ey rtcm~ mm t.2 have 

end thus meke a mOre econanlce? end timely use of resources that are 5o?ns to 
be wasted by different group s doing the seme jobs, over ~8~d cvor 3~eIrt. i 
em enclosing two memoranda on the subject of scfence information that el 
entlclpate wl?l be reprasentod ?n the ultimate reports of the President’s 
Pane? on Hantel Retardetlon end the Science lnformatton Panel of ?WC, 
respectiwe?y. I would be anxlws to heve further cour.sel on how the scfc3ntlffc 
interest in such proposs?s could be meU4 manifest to help boost their lmple- 

mantat?orl. 

I have written to Gene Getfield to suggest that he get III touch with 
you about some lnterlm services that could be developed In e hurry and nn?gt.t 
be ectual ?y the ieest westefw? in terms of redupllcatlon of effort, l lnca 
they will drew on some more centrellred systems that he has in mind and has 
going. But I still do think we would be much ,better off to get down to 
business on the main problems rather then hacking at the branches. Also, 
enclosed 1s some metaria? on citation indexing thet Carfleld has going dzurrecltly 
with N IN end NSF support. 

1 wrphatlc8lly believe that it would he ahscrd for us to think of 
setting up e center for mental retardat ion data h%ro that would take ?recadernce 
over enythlng thet could be much better organized In Veshlngtopl or Bathasda 
in carnsctlon wlth the Natlonel Library of Hadlclnc or additional t4lM-i sewlcea. 
However, there are scme excltlng posslbllitles in the idee of unifying -e 
DHEW mcbdlcal lnfomatlon repository with some more extended services out of 
the Lane Librery of medfclne here at Stanford, end I would give every posslble 
encouragement to this ldee. As you may know, Lena Library had bean located in 
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San Francisco with the old Stenford Ekd!cel School, end hes had a traditional 
obllgetlon to serve not only the local medical school but the general 
Cellfornle medical c-unity. In fact, we are at the present time not really 
very well equipped to do this frm a n~chenlcel standpoint, end the service 
functtons are a substantial burden on the proper operation of the library es 
a reference center. This would not be a too difficult problem to solve if 
the anltitIQns of the library service were set a little higher by coordlnet4on 
with the t-1%\; rsposltory and with a rather modest emount of finenclel help, 
wkiich ml&t riot recessarily have to depend entirely on outslde sources 


